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a declaration in April 1888 denouncing the Plan of Campaign,
and, in particular, boycott. It was of no effect, the complaint
being advanced that the element of provocation had not been
understood. Within a year the official organ of the Catholic
Church in England had announced that the Pope's object had
not been to weaken the Irish cause, but to maintain its moral
reputation. The weight of the Irish attack had been further in-
creased by the error of the chief official English newspaper, the
Times, in publishing a series of articles called "Parnellism and
Crime." A certain letter appeared purporting to be written by
Parnell, and supposedly bearing ParnelFs signature, in which
letter the writer was made to approve of murder.
The letter had been sent to the Times by a certain Pigott.
An action was brought, Pigott broke down in cross-examination,
confessed his forgery, retracted his confession, fled to Madrid,
and shot himself. The report of the judges forming the Com-
mission which tried the case was issued in February 1890.
Many charges brought against Parnell in the Times were
approved, but the charge of conspiracy with murder was
denounced as a forgery. The Times paid Parnell £5000, and
had also to pay costs amounting to £25,000. Meanwhile the
obstruction offered by the Nationalists to debate in Parliament
had succeeded. It had been necessary to change the rules so
that free debate, which was the essence of the vitality of the
House of Commons and of its having any political meaning,
came to an end. The Government by the use of its majority
could close the debate at will, and from that day onward the
prestige and even the significance of the House of Commons
has declined. For it was not only the closure but the spirit
working behind it in a hundred detaik through the rules of the
place which made debate therein more and more unreal.
It seemed therefore in the year 1890 as though the battle
which the Irish Party had engaged, and which the Irish
peasantry had supported with so much energy and violence on
Irish soil, was upon the point of success. Already the remaining
powers of the landlord class had vanished with the new county
councils, dual ownership had been firmly rooted, the power of
eviction was passing, and the Land League quite as much as
the Parnellite party seemed on the point of success; Even in
England by-elections began to tell in favour of Home Rule:
but just at that moment the political side of the movement
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